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PURPOSE: To examine and synthesize research on narrative language interventions implemented
with children of preschool and elementary school age.
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Researchers have found that young children’s narrative language skills
are predictors of future reading comprehension and math achievement.

w ST _ S ) ) Key Terms: narrative intervention,
=4 Some disabilities are characterized by difficulties with expressive narrative language intervention,
(23 language, which can affect narrative language skills. elementary, early childhood, preschool
';1 The narrative language skills typically expected in schools may be Yield: 32 articles
-3 difficult for culturally and linguistically diverse students accustomed to a

different narrative style. REVIEW

Narrative language - the ability to understand and tell stories. Inclusion criteria:
g Narrative language intervention — intervention designed to improve ¢ Narrative language intervention
1 students’ narrative language. ¢ Elementary or preschool age
; Macrostructures — how a story is organized; the story grammar. ¢ United States
i - e * 2000+
| Microstructures — language features at a sentence level that provide linguistic o .

complexity, such as causal conjunctions and temporal adverbial phrases. Remaining: 17 studies

INTERVENTION DELIVERY MODEL
Narrative Language Used in Intervention and Assessment Outcomes Intervention Group Size*

Types of Narrative Language 12

M Intervention

=)

Fictional Story Generation:
Create a new story

W Assessment

9
8
7
6
5
4
3
. - Z
1
0

®

Personal Story Generation:
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Research to practice:

¢ Narrative language interventions can be
used in a variety of group sizes: whole
group, small group, or one-on-one.

Narrative language interventions can be
beneficial for students with a variety of
characteristics.

e Be aware of possible mismatch between
the type of narrative language and
language features targeted in instruction
and in assessment.
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